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INTRODUCTION BY THE TRANSLATOR 



Jakob Bohme, 1575-1624, is a well-known mystic. He was 
captured by the work of Paracelsus and had a broad interest, 
which also comes to the fore through his interest in alchemy. 

This work about the soul is comprised in the book Jakob 
Bohme 's sdmmtliche Werke, 6th Volume, composed by K. W. 
Schiebler, editor Johann Ambrosius Barth, Leipzig, 1846. From 
the text of the Conversation it appears, that it was written in 
1624, as such as part of De Testamentis Christi. 

Even if Bohme was also a theologian, it appears from his 
treatment of the subject that he could reach far beyond a 
rational analysis. The story at hand is a moving and 
recognizable narration of a soul personality who has drifted out 
of control to the wrong side, and after a long time of attempted 
recovery finally - with the aid of a good genius - reaches the 
state of peace and harmony again. The titel speaks about an 
enlightened and an "unenlightened" soul, but in the text ever an 
enlightened and a "poor soul" are mentioned. Very appropriate 
by the way. The narration is one of the most beautiful gems that 
I am familiar with in the mystical field. 

There are four parties involved: God, the unenlightened (poor) 
soul, the enlightened soul and the devil. They enter into a 
dialogue, with which the poor soul in een cyclic movement 
comes to God again. The interesting thing with this is, that 
Bohme at a given moment has the devil introduce the serpent 
symbol, the ouroboros. For Bohme this no doubt was a well- 
known alchemical symbol. Within material alchemy it indicates 
chemical processes, and within transcendental alchemy it can 
have many diverging meanings, among which the completion of 
the life or reincarnation cycles. The connecting element 



between both forms is, that the chemical transmutation process 
(leading to the Philosopher's Stone) finds its pendant in the 
psychical transmutation (leading to Enlightenment). 

The interesting thing about this work is, that it embodies a 
number of elements. Mysticism usually is circumscribed as 'the 
endeavour to become one with God'. This however only 
indicates one of the many forms of mysticism, namely the 
Christian one. In it everything is centered around the God 
concept. Mysticism however has a broader meaning. In 
principle it encompasses every striving to get in harmony with 
oneself, the outside world en the Higher, by means of 
tribulations; and through methodology, in the form of 
meditation, concentration and contemplation. In the 
Conversation we see that Bohme joins the following elements. 
Firstly Christian mysticism, in which the union with God is 
central, and also is the purpose (the striving of the poor soul). 
Secondly alchemy, seen the symbols ouroboros, Mercury and 
Vulcan (the instruments of the devil), but also seen the 
purifying role of the enlightened soul, who is the agens with 
which the impure is cleansed. Thirtly psychology. It regards the 
way in which consciousness wrestles with the trials that it has to 
deal with. It is then about the just mentioned methodology with 
which self-realization can be achieved. This methodology must 
be added to by self -reflection, with the dialogue with all fellow- 
seekers, and with examining one's own conscience, supported 
in this by the wise counsels of all those who have already 
walked the Path succesfully (personified by the enlightened 
soul). 

The lofty transcendental alchemy - for that plays a part here - 
seems to be badly off in this respect, as the instrument in the 
hands of the devil. How can that be in accord? Here the devil 
has the role of all aspects that try to keep the seeker from the 
Path to Enlightenment. In common, but certainly in 



transcendental alchemy, it is about complicated processes. 
There is an initial phase, which must be transformed to a final 
phase. All this takes place in the laboratory. There the alchemist 
works with all kinds of substances which influence another 
substance directly, or are active as a catalyst. They are applied 
to the initial phase and then the process begins of 1. oxidation 
(calcination), 2. dissolotion (solution), 3. division (separation), 
4. conglomeration (conjunction), 5. corruption (putrefaction), 6. 
clotting (coagulation), 7. feeding (cibation), 8. enhancing 
(sublimation), 9. rising (fermentation), 10. elevation 
(exaltation), 11. augmenting (multiplication), 12. cristallization 
(projection). In this advancement heat, incineration and decay 
play a very significant role. The violent, dangerous and fire 
related aspects can symbolically be called devilish. They 
threaten life directly when they are not dealt with properly. 

The chemical or transcendental alchemist however, masters 
these processes and through that emerges victoriously from the 
battle. With that the angelical final result of the chemical 
process has brought to light something else as well, namely that 
the essentially violent and devilish in fact is only instrumental, 
whereas during all the activities that take place between the 
initial and final condition it seems to excert an all dominating 
power. Despite himself however only the opposite is achieved, 
for without his activity, which at the close of the process - 
exactly at the moment of Enlightenment - has undermined itself 
completely, the transmutation to the good could never have 
taken place. 



The sentences of the original often run on and on, and are 
connected with many parts and conjunctions (und, und, und). 
For stilistical reasons I therefore have - if so desired - adapted 



the interpunction. Subjects and predicates often do not well 
connect. 

In both the German and Dutch language the notion 'soul' is a 
feminine word. Therefore in both languages the soul is typified 
als a 'she'. 1 have upheld this in the English language. In all 
three languages this may give some friction, because there is 
talk of 'brother', 'lost son', and so on. 

The text contains one footnote of Schiebler, at the 'front page', 
with the year 1624 (see farther afield). There is no real talk of a 
front page, because that page is part of Bohmes collected 
works. In it the Conversation constitutes the pages 575 through 
590. 

The other footnotes are mine. 



Ruud Muschter 1 



1 Member of the Great Council of the A.M.O.R.C. (Jurisdiction of the 
Dutch-speaking Countries) from March 21st 1988 to March 21st 2010. 



TRANSLATION OF THE GERMAN FRONT 



Conversation between an enlightened and 
an unenlightened soul, 

how the one enlightened soul ought to seek the other one, 
comfort and in her knowledge take her along on the pilgrims- 
road of Christ, and accurately depict to her the thorny way of 
this world, that goes into the abyss, and on which 
the digressed soul walks. 



In an open letter 
to a hungry and thirsty soul 

to the little well of the sweet love of Jesus.. 

Written by a loving soul of the children 

tit 

of Jesus Christ, under the ^ of our lord Jesus 

Christ, in the year 1624. 2 



2 One assumes, that the author has sent this conversation in the form 
of an open letter to Mr. Hans Sigmund von Schweinitz. 



CONVERSATION 



A poor soul had walked out of paradise, and had arrived in the 
realm of this world. The devil encountered her and spoke to her: 
"Where will you go, you half-blind soul?" 

2. The soul spoke: "1 want to observe the creatures of 
the world, who have been made by the Creator." 

3. The devil spoke: "How will you observe them, as 
you cannot distinguish 3 from what essence and qualities they 
are made? You see them only as a painted image and cannot 
recognize them." 

4. The soul spoke: "How then can I recognize them as 
to essence and being?" 

5. The devil spoke: "When you eat from that of which 
the creatures good and evil have been made, your eyes will 
open, you will be as God himself and understand what the 
Creator is." 

6. The soul spoke: "1 am noble and holy, and can die 
from it, such as the Creator has spoken." 

7. The devil spoke: "You will die of nothing, but your 
eyes will open. You will be like God and distinguish between 
evil and good. Thereupon you will be powerful, grand and 
great, like I am. All wisdom of the creatures will be revealed to 
you." 



3 "erkennen". In the text this word is used in the sense of 'being aware 
of, 'knowing', 'to get to know', 'understanding', 'recognizing', 
'confessing' and 'grasping'. 



10 



8. The soul spoke: "If I had knowledge of nature and 
the creatures, I would want to govern the world." 

9. The devil spoke: "The basis for this knowledge lies 
in you. Just apply your will from God into nature and in the 
creatures. Then in you an appetite 4 for this taste comes into 
being, and you will be able to eat from the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil. With that you will know everything." 

10. The soul spoke: "1 want to eat from the knowledge 
of good and evil, in order that I arbitrarily govern all things, and 
be my own lord on earth. Thus I do what I want, like God 
himself." 

11. The devil spoke: "I am a ruler of the world. If you 
want to rule on earth you must apply your longing towards my 
image, in order that you obtain the intellect of my image." And 
before the soul he depicted Mercury in Vulcan, as the fiery 
wheel of the essence, in the shape of a serpent. 




12. When the soul saw this, she spoke: "That is the 
power of all things. How can I become likewise?" 



4 'Lust'. This term is used in this work many times and can be 
translated with 'lust', 'desire', 'wish', 'longing', etc. 

5 The ouroboros, a rather universally appearing alchemistic and 
spiritual rendering of the cyclic character of nature. 
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13. The devil spoke: "You too are such a fiery Mercury. 
When you separate your will from God and enter your longing 
in this art, then your hidden foundation will become apparent in 
you, and then you will be able to work in the same manner. But 
you must eat from a fruit in which each of the four elements 
rules in itself over the other one. In this they are in combat, as 
the heat against the cold, and the cold against the heat, since all 
qualities of nature work in sensitivity. Then you will soon be 
like the fiery wheel, and subdue all things and possess them in 
proprietorship." 

14. Now, when the soul broke off her will from God 
and entered her desire in the Vulcan of the Mercury (in the fiery 
wheel, in the power of the mind that was akin to her), in her at 
once the desire to eat from the knowledge of evil and good 
came about, and she grabbed the fruit of the knowledge of good 
and evil, and ate from it. 

15. When this took place Vulcan ignited the fiery wheel 
of the essence. This immediately awoke all the qualities of 
nature in the soul, which entered in their own lust and desire. 
Thus firstly a longing for vainglory came about; to be gross, 
powerful and mighty; to subjugate everything and control it by 
force; to be her own master; to be incomparable to anything; to 
despise humility and equality; to consider only herself to be 
reasonable and important; and to consider everything as stupid 
that did not equal this acuity. 

16. On the other hand the urge to want to obtain 
attractive power came into being, as such from the mind, that 
wanted to possess everything and pull it towards it. For when 
the estranged longing for vainglory estranged her will from 
God, life no longer wanted to trust God, but wanted to nurse 



12 



itself. It carried its desires and attractive power to the creatures, 
also to earth, the metals and trees. 

17. The ignited, fiery Mercury was just as hungry and 
eager as the fiery life, after it had separated itself from God's 
unity, love and forbearance. It attracted the four elements and 
their essence and behaved in animalistic fashion, through which 
life became dark, rough and grim, and the heavenly power and 
colours extinguished. 

18. Thirdly in the fiery life a stinging, hostile desire 
awoke. This was the envy, as the hellish poison, a disease of all 
devils. It made life an enemy of God and all creatures. It raged 
and raved of greed, like a poison in the flesh. That which this 
greed could not attract, envy tried to murder. Through that the 
noble love of the soul perished completely. 

19. Fourthly in this fiery life an ailment awoke that 
resembled the fire. This was the wrath that wanted to murder 
and kill everything that did not want to be subjected to this 
vainglory. 

20. Thus the foundation of hell, which foundation 
enraged God, was completely obvious in this soul. Through this 
she lost God, paradise and the heavenly realm, and became a 
worm like the fiery serpent, whom the devil had presented to 
her as his image. She began to rule on earth in an animalistic 
fashion, did everything according to the will of the devil, lived 
in vainglory, greed, envy and wrath, and no longer had true love 
towards God. Instead a wrong, animalistic love for 
licentiousness and vanity had come into being, and purity was 
no longer in the heart, for she had left paradise and possessed 
the earth. Her head was only occupied with art 6 , cleverness, 
highness and the manifold of natural things. Justice nor divine 



6 , 



'Kunst". Likely to be read as 'showiness'. 
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virtue remained in her. Whatever she did wrong, she cunningly 
covered it up under violence, and called it just. 

21. As this happened the devil approached her and led 
her from one vice 7 to another. For he had captured her in her 
essence (for she had captured herself in his essence), and in it 
presented joy and concupiscence to her. He addressed her: "See, 
you are now grand, mighty, high and noble. See to it, that you 
become even higher, richer and more marvelous. Use your art 
and intelligence, in order that everybody is fearful. Then you 
have esteem and a great name in the world." 

22. The soul did what the devil advised. She had not yet 
conceived that he was the devil, but meant that it was her 
cunning and intelligence, and that she acted well and justly. 

23. Now, she having such a course of life, at some point 
our beloved Lord Jesus Christ with God's love and wrath 
encountered her. He had come into this world to annul the 
works of the devil and to pass judgment on all godless works. 
As with a tremendous power, with His suffering, perishing and 
death He exerted his influence on her, and demolished the work 
of the devil in her. He opened the way to his mercy for her, and 
looked at her with His mercifulness. He called her back again, 
that she should turn back and do penance. Then He would free 
her from that mask again and return her to paradise once again. 

24. As it went that the sparcle of divine light became 
apparent in her, she considered herself with all her works and 
willing. She noticed that she abided in hell in God's wrath. She 
acknowledged that she wore a mask and that she was a monster 
before God and the heavenly realm. This shocked her in such a 
manner that the greatest fear arose in her, for the judgment of 
God was revealed in her. 



7 "Laster". Has many meanings. 
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25. When this came to pass, the Lord Jesus Christ spoke 
in her with his merciful voice: "Do penance, and abandon 
vanity, then you will get to my mercy." 

26. The soul trod before God in her mask 8 with the 
tainted robe of vanity, and prayed for mercy, that God should 
forgive her the sin. She strongly adhered to the image of the 
gratification and conciliation of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

27. But the evil qualities of the imagined serpent 9 [...] 10 
astral spirit did not wat to [...] before God, but there they 
entered their own longing and desire, for they did not want to 
die by their own longing and not leave the world, for they were 
from the world. They feared the mockery of the world, if they 
would leave their wordly honour and splendour. But the poor 
soul turned her countenance to God and coveted grace from 
God, and that God wanted to give her His love. 

28. When the devil saw this, that the soul prayed to God 
and wanted to do penance, he went to the soul and introduced 
the inclinations of the earthly qualities in the prayer. He 
obfuscated the good intentions - which penetrate to God, in 
order that they would not come to God, and pulled her back to 
earthly affairs. The will of the soul longed for God, but the 
outgoing intentions, which should penetrate to God, were 
shattered and could not reach the power of God. 

29. This startled the soul even more, that she was not 
allowed to bring her longing to God, and she began to pray 



8 "Larvenbildnis". 

9 "der gebildeten Schlange". There seems to be a pun here, because 
also:: 'the learned serpent'. 

10 The original is unintelligible here. 

11 The original is unintelligible here. Possibly it says "give access to". 
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more vehemently. But the devil grabbed with his longing in the 
mercurially ignited fiery wheel of life, and awoke the bad 
inclinations, in order that the wrong inclinations rose and went 
inside in the same as wherein they formerly had delighted. 

30. The poor soul wanted with her will to God and was 
very frightened. But the thoughts all fled away from God to 
earthly things and did not want to go to God. The soul longed 
for and pleaded for God, but it seemed to her as if she had been 
completely cut off from God's countenance. She could not 
obtain one glance of mercy and abided in sheer fear, and with 
that in great apprehension and awe. She invariably meant that 
God's wrath and severe judgment would be unveiled in her and 
that the devil would grasp her. Thus she fell into great sadness 
and misery, so that all joy and concupiscence of temporary, 
formerly conventional things were superfluous and tiring to her. 

31. The earthly, natural will did covet those things, but 
the soul would like to leave them. She wanted to abandon all 
temporary lust and joy, and only longed for her first native land, 
from which she had originally sprouted. However she found 
herself at a great distance from that, and therefore found herself 
in great desolation and wretchedness. She did not know what to 
do. She intended to contemplate, awaken herself even more and 
to pray more vehemently. Thus the devil withstood her and 
blocked her, lest she should enter a bigger inducement for 
penance. 

32. The devil stimulated the earthly lust in the heart, in 
order that the inclinations maintained their false natural right 
and defended themselves against the will and desire of the soul. 
For these 12 did not want to die from their own will and to the 
lust, but keep their temporary concupiscence. They kept the 
poor soul prisoner in their false desire, so that she should not 

12 The inclinations. 
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awake, despite of her fierceful longing and sighing for God's 
mercy. 

33. When the soul prayed to God and insisted, the 
carnal lust captured away the outgoing rays of the soul and led 
her into digressing thoughts. He abducted her from God, in 
order that the soul would not receive divine power. Then the 
soul considered herself als being abandoned by God and did not 
know that in this manner she attracted God and that therefore 
He was very near to her. 

34. Also, the devil approached her in the fiery Mercury 
or the fiery wheel of life, and mixed his desire in the lust of the 
earthly flesh. He mocked the poor soul and spoke in the earthly 
thoughts to her: "Why do you pray? Do you think that God 
hears you and wants to deal with you? Just look at yourself, the 
thoughts that you have towards Him! You merely have evil 
thoughts and do not believe in God. How then could God hear 
you? He does not hear you, leave it be. It is not good now, or 
you will lose your senses." 

35. "Why are you annoying yourself? Just look at the 
world, how it lives in joy. It will become blessed all the same. 
Has not Christ payed for all people and done well? You can 
only console yourself that it has been accomplished and then 
you will become blessed. Here in this world you cannot reach 
divine susceptibility. Let it be and devote yourself to the body 
and the temporary splendour." 

36. "What do you think would become of you if you 
would become so melancholic and obstinate. You would be 
everybody's jester and live in mere sadness. Neither God nor 
nature will be pleased by that. Just look at the beautiful world in 
which God has created you and made you lord of all creatures, 
to rule them. Collect beforehand temporary things, in order that 
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you will no longer need the world. When then your old age and 
ending come, go do penance. Nonetheless God will make you 
blessed and take you up into heaven. There they can do without 
the torments, the awakening and the acrimony that you bring 



about now." 13 



37. In such and similar thoughts the soul had been 
locked up by the devil in the carnal lust and earthly will, as tied 
up with big chains, and did not know what she ought to do. 
Possibly she recalled the world and its concupiscence, and yet 
in herself she also found a great craving for divine mercy, and 
continually would like to do penance and come to venerate 
God. For God's hand had touched and broken her. Therefore 
she could nowhere find peace, but always yearned in herself for 
repentance over sins committed. She would like to detach 
herself from it and yet would not get to a real, true repentance, 
and even less to admitting the sins. Yet she had such a great 
hunger and longing for repentance and penance.. 

38. Now when she was so sad and nowhere could find 
counsel and peace, she reflected that she wanted to find a place 
where she could do real penance. There she wanted to be free 
from the hindrances of the world and its worries. Through these 
means she wanted to obtain grace from God. So she intended to 
go to a deserted place and deflect all kinds of affairs. She also 
considered that with philantropy towards to poor she wanted to 
pay her debt, so that God would be merciful towards her. She 
sought all kinds of methods to find peace and to come to 
mercifulness and grace. 



13 Translation uncertain: "es darf keines folchen Plagens, Erweckens 
und Gramens als du itzt thust." 'darf = 'bedarf . 
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39. But all this did not manage to adhere, and to support 
her. 14 Because in the carnal lust all her earthly worries followed 
her. Once again she had been captured in the net of the devil 
and could not find peace. And when for an hour she delighted in 
earthly things, then in the other hour sadness and misery came 
back, for in her she felt the voice of God that had been raised, 
and did not know what was going on or what had befallen her. 
Often a great fear and temptation overcame her, because she 
could not recuperate by even one consolation, and she was sick 
from fear. 

40. The beam of awe therefore touched her as a first 
attack by grace, and she did not know that Christ in her hell 
stood in God's wrath and austere justice, and fought in soul and 
body with the satan and apparition that was found in the body. 
She did not understand that such a hunger and desire for 
penance and conversion came from Christ himself, and that it 
meant that she was pulled. Neither did she know what she 
lacked to be able to come to divine susceptibility. She did not 
know that she was monstruous and that a serpentine image 
attached to her, in which image the devil excercized such a 
power and access to her, and in which he had confused all her 
good intentions and had carried her away from God. Christ says 
about this, that the devil takes away the Word from their hearts, 
in order that they should not believe and become blessed. Luke 
8: 12. 

41. At a given moment by divine decree this poor, sad 
soul met a soul who was enlightened and reborn by God, the 
latter soul speaking to her: "What is the matter with you, you 
stricken soul, that you are so restless and abide in such a 
concern?" 



14 "und Sie lassen zur Huld kommen". Translation uncertain. 'Huld' 
has many meanings. 
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42. The sad soul spoke: "The Creator has hidden His 
countenance for me, in order that I cannot find my rest with 
Him. This is why I suffer so much and do not know what to do 
to please Him. For mountains and great abysses lie before His 
favour, so that I cannot reach Him, regardless of my longing for 
Him. I am withheld, so that I cannot reach His power, and it 
makes no difference whether I am fearful through that and look 
out for Him with passionate longing." 

43. The enlightened soul spoke to her: "You carry the 
mask of the devil with you that resembles the serpent, and you 
are surrounded by it. In it the devil has access to you, as to your 
quality, and blocks your will in it, lest it should go through to 
God. For if it should occur that your will gets through to God, it 
would be anointed with the highest power of God in the 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. Then this anointing would 
make the monster inside you explode and inside you your initial 
paradisiacal appearance would become apparent again. Then the 
devil would lose his power over you, and you would once again 
become an angel. And because he does not adjudge this to you, 
he keeps you in your carnal lust, because of his desire. Should 
you not be able to untie yourself from that, you will be 
separated from God and will never ever come in our company." 

44. The poor, sad soul was so startled by this address, 
that she could no longer utter a word, now that she heard that 
she wore the image of the serpent inside her, who separated her 
from God. And also, that the devil was so close to her in this 
and entangled her will in wrongful thoughts; and that he had 
such a power over her; and she therefore was so close to 
damnation, and stood in the abyss of hell; imprisoned in God's 
wrath; and she let go any hopes of the mercy of God. 

45. But the power of her collapse she kept, so that she 
did not waver, and inside she struggled with hope and doubt. 
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What hope built up, doubt tore down again. She constantly was 
in such an unrest that at last the world with all its beauty infused 
a pure aversion in her, and she no longer could draw any joy 
from it. And still she did not come to peace. 

46. At some moment in time the enlightened soul came 
to her again and found her quite distressed. She spoke to her: 
"Now what are you doing? Do you want to burst from fear? 
Why do you torment yourself as to power and will, whereas you 
are a worm and your ailment just becomes bigger through that? 
Yes, even if you would sink into the utter depth of the sea, or be 
able to fly to the dawn 15 and would like to swarm beyond the 
stars, you would still not get rid of it. For the more you are 
frightened, the bigger and more painful your nature becomes, 
and thus you will not come to rest. Your ability is completely 
lost. Just like a decayed cabbage can not flourish again from its 
own ability and gets sap so that he can cheer again with the 
trees, neither can you from your own ability reach God's abode 
and again change into the angelic shape you once possessed. 
Because as far as God is concerned you have decayed and died, 
just as the cabbage as regards its power and sap. You are but a 
fearful, barren hunger. Your qualities are just like the heat and 
the cold, who are in a fight and never become one." 

47. The poor soul spoke: "Whatever should 1 do to 
blossom again and regain the life that I formerly had, in which I 
was in peace, before 1 was an image?" 

48. The enlightened soul spoke: "You must do nothing 
but deprive your own will from your own attractive power. 
Then all your evil qualities will become weak and will die. 
Then once again with your will you will sink in the One from 
whom in the onset you have originated. For at the moment you 



15 Bohme wrote a work titled 'Die Morgenrote im Aufgang', which 
later became known as the 'Aurora'. 
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are captured in the creatures. When your will leaves them, then 
in you, with their evil inclinations, the creatures will die that 
now keep you with the intention that you will not come to 
God." 

49. "And if you do so, God will send to you His highest 
love, which through Jesus Christ He has revealed in mankind. 
This will give you power and life again, so that you will 
flourish again and once again rejoice in the living God. Also 
once again you will get the image of God and get rid of this 
serpent image. You will then arrive at our crowd of the angels 
and become my brother." 

50. The poor soul spoke: "How can 1 abandon my own 
will in order that the creatures inside it will die, whilst I live in 
the world and must have the world?" 

51. The enlightened soul spoke: "Now you consider 
temporary honour and assets plus the concupiscence of the flesh 
as your property, and deem it easy what you do inside it, or how 
you attract it. And when you equal him who suffers miserable 
squalor, who - mind you - is your brother, then you still will not 
save him. On the contrary, you pull him at your leash and 
torment him, by pulling his work and effort towards you and 
delight in it. Thereupon in this you are inexorable and haughty, 
and raise yourself above him, and make no account of him 
towards you." 

52. "There the miserable one stands and sighs towards 
God, in order that his burden be lifted from him, because beside 
you he must live in misery. Thus with his sighing he evokes the 
wrath of God in you, which enlarges your flame and unrest with 
you." 
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53. "Those are your creatures, whom you love. For their 
sake you have broken yourself off from God and launched your 
love into them. So they live in your love and you feed them 
with your desire and constant attractive power. For they live in 
your attractive power through your entering your vigour into 
them. They are only unclean, bad animals, who with your 
attractive power, in your lust, have shaped themselves together 
with you." 

54. "This same image is an animal with four evil 
inclinations. The first is vainglory, the other one greed, the third 
envy, the fourth wrath. On these four qualities hell is founded. 
This is imprinted in you and on you, and you are completely 
won over by it. As a matter of fact these qualities live in your 
own life. This is why you are separated from God and cannot 
come to God. Then leave these evil creatures, in order that they 
may die in you." 

55. "Getting back to what you have said, 1 will tell you 
how you must abandon your own, creature-like, bad will, so 
that such creatures may die and nonetheless you may live in the 
world with them. I tell you, that this involves only one road, 
which is cramped and narrow. Walking it will make you very 
frightened in the onset, but consequently you will walk it with 

joy." 

56. "You must consider well, now that with such a 
wordly behaviour you walk in God's wrath and in the 
foundation of hell, that that is not your real native land, and that 
a Christian must and should live and walk in Christ, and imitate 
Christ well. He cannot be a Christian unless Christ's spirit and 
power lives in him, and that he is totally dedicated to this." 

57. "Now, Christ's realm is not of this world, but in 
heaven. Therefore you must be in a constant ascension, then 
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you will imitate Christ. Even if as to body you must remain 
with the creatures and have to look after them." 16 



58. "The small road to such a constant ascension and 
imitation of Christ is as follows. You must denounce all of your 
own ability and power, for of your own accord you will not 
reach the gates of God. You must also strongly intend to yield 
to the mercifulness of God, and to strongly impress upon your 
mind the suffering and the death of our Lord Jesus Christ. You 
must with all your intelligence and senses subside in it, 
constantly persevere in it, and long for your creatures to perish 
within it." 

59. "Moreover you must very firmly imagine that you 
divert your urge and mind from all wrongful attractive power, 
and that you do not cling to temporary honour and possessions. 
Also you must get rid of that which is unjust and can hinder you 
with this. Your will must be very unquestionable, and directed 
to such a solemn intention that never more you will enter your 
wrong creatures, but in the same instance leave them and 
separate your mind from them, and that in the same hour you 
enter the unquestioned road of truth and righteousness and 
follow the doctrine of Christ." 

60. "And just as you now think to leave the enemies of 
your own character, you yourself must also forgive all your 
outer enemies, and consider, that you send them your love, in 
order that there is not one creature that can nestle itself in your 
will, and in order that this will remains unchallenged by any 
creature." 

61. "Also you should like to leave your temporary 
assets, if this may be the case, because of Christ. And not one 
single thing being earthly you must wish to cherish, only 



16 Translation uncertain: "und deren pflegen". 
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considering yourself in your condition and temporary assets as a 
servant of God and your fellow Christians, as a housekeeper of 
God in your post." 

62. "In addition to this you must imagine that you 
become the promised mercy in the merit of Jesus Christ, as His 
love that certainly has been gained and has emanated, that will 
free you from these creatures and will enlighten your will and 
ignite it with the flame of love. Through that you will conquer 
the devil." 

63. "Not that you could do or want anything. However, 
you must imagine the suffering and resurrection of Christ, and 
make yourself familiar with it. With that you can force your 
way into the realm of the devil and assault it, and kill your 
creatures. Also you must determine to enter there in this hour 
still, and for all eternity no longer leave that place, but devote 
your will to God in everything that you commence and do, in 
order that He may work with you, and does what He wants." 

64. "When your will and intention are now prepared, 
he 17 has broken through your creatures and stands unchallenged 
before God, surrounded with the merrit of Jesus Christ. Now 
with the lost son he can come to the Father, and fell down 
before His countenance, to pour out his confession before Him 
and activate all his powers here to confess his sins and 
inobedience, together with his averting from God. Not with idle 
words, but with full force, which is only an intention to that 
effect, because the soul in itself is not capable of anything." 

65. "If you are prepared that the eternal Father sees 
your arrival, and that you again approach Him with such a 
penance and humility, He will exert his influence on you and 



17 Uncertain who is meant here. It is still about the dialogue between 
both souls, but one of them suddenly speaks of 'he'. 
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speak: 'See, that is my son, whom I had lost. He was dead and 
has become living again.' He will approach you with the mercy 
and love of Jesus Christ, encompass you with the ray of love 
and kiss you with his mental power. Then you will get power, 
say your confession before Him and pray powerfully." 

66. "Here is the right spot. If you are persevering in this 
and do not deviate from it, you will see and experience great 
miracles. For in you, you will experience how Christ will 
assault the hell in you and will conquer your animals. This will 
cause an uproar and lamentation in you. Firstly the sin that you 
did not acknowledge will rise in you, in an attempt to separate 
and hold you back from God. You will truly experience how 
death and life are in combat with one another, and will 
experience what heaven and hell is." 

67. "You should not be disturbed by that, but stand 
firmly and not deviate. Thus finally all your evil animals will 
become tame and weak and hurl themselves into death. Then 
your will becomes more powerful and be capable of 
suppressing the evil inclinations. Also your will and mind will 
ascend to heaven daily, and your creatures will die daily. You 
will obtain a completely new mind and begin to become a new 
creature. You will again be changed into the image of God, and 
get rid of the mask of an animalistic character. Thus you will 
get peace again and will be delivered from this fear." 

68. Now, when the poor soul commenced this process 
and was serious about it, she meant that she would be victorious 
at once. But the gate of heaven and mercy was closed for her, 
despite her power and ability, as if she had been repudiated by 
God. She obtained no chance for mercy. Then she thought by 
herself: You are not devoted to God emphatically. You should 
not ask or desire anything from God, but should surrender to 
His judgment, in order that he may kill your evil attractive 
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power. You may only sink into the center in Him, outside all 
nature and creatures, and surrender yourself to Him. He may do 
with you what He wants, for you are not worth addressing Him. 
And thus she contemplated to sink in that manner and 
completely abandon her own will. 

69. As she did that, she felt the greatest remorse about 
the sins she had committed, and bitterly mourned her ugly 
appearance, as well that creatures were living in her. For 
remorse she did not dear to speak a word before God without 
considering, in such a remorse, the bitter suffering and 
perishing of our Lord Jesus Christ, as well as the great fear and 
torture that He had suffered for her sake. Could only He deliver 
her from this fear and need and again change her in the image 
of God. She completely sank into this and kept complaining 
about her foolishness and the negligence that she had not 
thanked Him for it and never had seen such a grand love, and 
that she had spend her time so evilly. Further, that she had not 
perceived how she could have shared in such a grace, but 
contrarywise had devoted herself to the vain lust of this world 
in earthly things, from which she had received such an 
animalistic inclination. Now she was trapped in misery. Out of 
shame she dared not lift her eyes up to God, who had hidden 
His powerful countenance for her and did not to look at her. 

70. And when she found herself in such a pain and 
weeping, she was torn into the abyss of horror, just as if she 
stood before the gates of hell and now was about to encounter 
her destruction. It seemed to her as if she ran out of her mind 
and was completely abandoned now. With that she forgot all 
her acting and essence, as if she ought to totally yield herself to 
death and would no longer be a creature. It looked as if she 
yielded to death, whereas she did not want anything but - 
because of the death of her redeemer Jesus Christ, who had 
suffered such great tortures for her and had died for her - to die 
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as well and to decay. With this decaying however she raised a 
very cordial moaning and pleaing for the mercifulness of God, 
and had herself sink into the most unreserved mercifulness of 
God. 

71. As this was happening the friendly countenance of 
the dear God appeared to her, which penetrated her as a great 
light. It made her shiver and she was full of joy and 
immediately started to pray and to thank the Almighty for such 
a grace and to rejoice on the inside, because she had been 
delivered from death and the fear from hell. 

72. There she tasted God's sweetness and the truth that 
was promised by Him, and soon all evil spirits that up to then 
had been a nuisance for her and had kept her away from God's 
mercy had to cede. The marriage of the Lamb took place and 
the noble Sophia 18 married the soul. The signet ring of the 
victory of Christ was pressed in her true being and once again 
she was accepted as the child and heir of God. 

73. When this occurred the soul was full of joy and 
began to work in that power and to praise the marvels of God. 
Now she was of the opinion that she constantly walked in this 
power and joy. But from the outside mockery and slander 
accrued to her, and from the inside a great temptation. This is 
why she began to doubt whether her center came from God, and 
whether she certainly had obtained the greace of God. 

74. For the slanderer approached her and wanted to 
destroy her road and bring doubt to her mind. He exerted his 
influence on her: "It is not from God; it was only your 
imagination." 



18 Goddess of wisdom. 
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75. Also the divine light did recede from her, and it 
only glowed in the internal ground, as a pilot light. This made 
the intellect look very silly and barren. It did not know what 
was happening to it: whether it was really true that it had tasted 
the divine merciful light and yet could not waive it. 

76. For the ardently burning love of God had been 
sowed into her, which made come about in her a great hunger 
and thirst for divine sweetness. Now she really started to pray, 
to humble herself before God, and in her mind to investigate 
and reject her evil impetus. 

77. Through it the will of the intellect was broken, and 
the evil innate inclination was more and more killed. This hurt 
the nature of the body, which collapsed, just as with an illnes. 
Yet it was no natural illness, but merely a melancholy of the 
earthly nature of the body, that had been broken by its wrongful 
lust. 

78. When the earthly intellect found itself thus 
abandoned, and the poor soul saw that on the outside she was 
thus mocked by the scorn of the world that she no longer 
wanted to walk the godless path, and also was attacked by a 
slanderer from the inside who mocked her and showed her more 
earthly wealth, beauty and splendour, and with that judged 
herself as a fool, she thought: O, eternal God, whatever must I 
do to come to peace ! 

79. With such a contemplation the enlightened soul met 
her again and spoke to her: "What is the matter with you, my 
Brother, that you are so gloomy?" 

80. The soul spoke: "I have followed your advice, and 
through that obtained the view of the divine sweetness. 
However it has abandoned me subsequently. Now I stand lost 
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and under great temptations, from outside, before the world. For 
all my good friends leave me and mock me. They also tempt me 
with fear and doubt, and 1 do not know what 1 should do next." 

81. The enlightened soul spoke: "Now you please me 
very much, for presently our dear Lord Jesus Christ with and in 
you walks His pilgrim's road on earth, as He did on this world, 
although He was constantly contradicted and did not have 
anything personal here. Now you bear His mark. Do not be 
surprised by this, because it has to be this way, in order that you 
be tested and purified." 

82. "Because in such a sorrow you will find reason to 
pray often and to hunger for redemption. And in such a hunger 
and thirst you create in you mercy from the inside and from the 
outside." 

83. "Because from bottom to top you must again grow 
in the image of God, just as when a young tree is moved by the 
wind and must stand in heat and cold, and in that movement 
attracts power to itself from bottom to top. It must endure many 
a gale and finds itself in great danger before it becomes a tree, 
in order to bear fruit. In such a movement the sun power in it 
will begin to move, through which the wild qualities of the tree 
are permeated and submerged by the sun power, and grow." 

84. "You must now first of all try your gentlemanly 
battle in the spirit of Christ and cooperate yourself, for now the 
eternal Father receives his Son through his fire power in you, 
who changes his fire in the flame of love, in order that from fire 
and light one single being arises that is a true temple of God." 

85. "Now you must flourish in the vineyard of Christ, at 
the grapevine of Christ, and bear fruit with tuition and life. You 
must prove your love in a fruitful manner, just like a good tree. 
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And thus the paradise in yourself must again burgeon by God's 
wrath, and change the hell in you in a heaven." 

86. "Therefore do not let the temptation by the devil 
lead you astray, for he battles for the realm that he had in you. 
When he loses he will libel himself and will have to cede from 
you completely. Therefore he enshrouds himself on the outside 
by ridiculing the world, in order that his shame may not be 
recognized and that you will be hidden for the world." 

87. "For with your new birth you stand in heaven, in 
divine harmony. Therefore be patient and wait for the Lord! 
Whatever may happen to you then, just realize that it occurs 
through the Lord, for the sake of your recovery!" And thus the 
enlightened soul departed from her. 

88. Thus this tormented soul began her course under the 
patience of Christ, and hoped for divine trust. Day by day she 
became more powerful and forceful. In her, her evil inclinations 
atrophied more and more, until they were situated in a great 
merciful realm, the gates of divine revelation were opened to 
her, and the heavenly realm was revealed in her. 

89. Thus she came to the right peace and once again 
was a child of God. God help us all in this ! Amen. 
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